
Teaching Oral Language and Media Literacy 
ENT 442, Spring 2016 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:10-3:30 pm, LA 140 
Instructor: Anna Baldwin, Ed.D. 

anna.baldwin@mso.umt.edu -- 406-239-4289 (call or text) 

Course Description 
The teaching of English is a coat of many colors with all its rewards and challenges. English teachers 

instruct students in the communication skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and media literacy. 

There is no specific content, despite the agreement of many districts and curriculum specialists that 

certain texts be read at certain grade levels. Rather, English teachers are skill-builders.  

According to Tony Wagner (2010), business leaders have defined seven survival skills: critical thinking 

and problem solving; collaboration across networks and leading by influence; agility and adaptability; 

initiative and entrepreneurship; effective oral and written communication; accessing and analyzing 

information; curiosity and imagination. Consider how many of those skills are supported by the list of 

skills in the first paragraph – skills which we English teachers are tasked with building. It is our job to 

help strengthen this backbone of communication skills for students.  

The purpose of ENT 442 is to develop your ability to teach oral language and media literacy skills. In 

today’s world, paradigms may be shifting from competition to collaboration, from ownership to sharing, 

from consumption to production. This new environment alters the way we design and manage our 

classrooms. Students work in collaborative groups, design and create, solve problems, and communicate 

with one another. This course will help you envision how this might look in your own future classroom.  

We will delve into discussion protocols and communication activities, collaborative structures for 

classrooms, evaluation with rubrics, and both the theory and the practice behind these activities. We will 

also explore various web 2.0 tools to enhance literacy 2.0: a “shift” in learning which is about “finding, 

using, producing, and sharing information. The audience is now the world, and students expect to 

collaborate, interact, and participate with others across time and space” (Frey, N. et al, 2010, loc. 71). In 

these ways, the course will move you along the continuum toward understanding the shifts in pedagogy 

and skills which you’ll need to facilitate in your role as English teacher.  

Fair warning: everything we do in this class is practical. That is, you’ll be engaging in practices you’ll 

be able to implement with your future students. You need to know, from a student’s perspective, how 

the practices operate and how they feel. For your development as a teacher, we’ll discuss they “why” 

and “how” of every activity. 

Course Objectives 
To provide beginning teachers with knowledge and experience with curriculum design and language 
development in the following: 

 Print and non-print media and digital technologies 
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 Processes by which individuals acquire and develop language and digital literacy 

 Various ways in which the language curriculum may be structured 

 Instructional resources to help students learn. 
To provide beginning teachers with opportunities to practice and develop the following abilities: 

 Differentiate instruction and use cooperative learning to teach language concepts and skills 

 Guide students in whole-class and small-group discussions and activities 

 Design and scaffold instruction 

 Help students use language in various registers – informal to formal 

 Help students distinguish between effective and ineffective discourse 

 Help students identify and weigh facts, implications, inferences, and judgments in spoken, 
written, and visual texts 

 Help students use technology effectively and ethically 

 Develop integrated language arts lessons to help students see the relationships among 
speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing, and literacy 2.0. 

To develop in beginning teachers the following dispositions and attitudes: 

 A belief that all students can increase their power to use language by speaking, listening, 
reading, writing, and viewing 

 A belief that all students are able to learn and are worthy of a teacher’s attention and 
assistance  

 A commitment to continued professional growth and to reflect about teaching/learning. 

Course Topics 
 Curriculum development and lesson plans for speaking/listening, language, & literacy 2.0 

 Effective collaborative learning 

 Media literacy 

 Literacy 2.0 

 Effective strategies for teaching individual, small-group, and large-group communication 
skills 

 Informal and formal assessment/evaluation of speaking, listening, and viewing 

 Professional associations and their policy statements, research briefs, and advocacy efforts 

 National and state English language arts and media literacy standards (CCSS, MCCS, ISTE) 

Required Texts 
Frey, Nancy, Douglas Fisher, and Alex Gonzalez. Literacy 2.0. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press, 

2010. 
Zwiers, Jeff. Building Academic Language. 2nd ed. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2014. 

  



Course Assignments 
A formal assignment description and rubric will be provided in the moodle. All written assignments will be 
submitted via the moodle, not on paper. 
 

Lesson Plan/Demo Due February 16 

In this lesson demonstration, you’ll involve your classmates in a discussion protocol. The assessment of this 
lesson will be based on the written plan and your preparation for your demonstration, not its success or 
your “performance.”  
 

Formal Speech Rubric  Due March 1  

You will design a rubric to be used for grading a formal student speech or presentation. Using the template 
given, consider outcomes and evaluation procedures.  
 

Unit Plan Due April 12  

Over the course of the class, you will:  

 Develop one unit plan consisting of at least four distinct lessons spanning 1-2 days each 

 Incorporate oral language protocols and activities into the unit 

 Integrate at least one Literacy 2.0 tool or media literacy activity into the unit 

 Utilize best instructional practices throughout the unit 

 Design evaluations of student work, including at least one rubric  
 

Multimedia Presentation Due April 26 

Students will present outside readings to the class using a multimedia/literacy 2.0 tool.  
 

Analysis Essay – Graduate Credit Only Due May 3 

Participants taking this course for graduate credit are required to write an additional analysis essay of about 
500 words. Select one or more recent article (published within 24 months of this course) and analyze its 
significance in light of this course. Consider articles tackling active (constructivist) pedagogy, Common 
Core, oral language, or literacy 2.0. A formal assignment and rubric will be provided for planning purposes 
after the course begins. 
 

Reflection Due Final Class 

A literacy 2.0 reflection on the course and your learning will provide a finale and launching point for our 
final class meeting.  

Evaluation – Undergraduate 
Lesson plan/demo: 25 points 
Formal Speech Rubric: 50 points 
Unit Plan: 200 points 
Multimedia Presentation: 50 points 
Reflection: 25 points 



Evaluation – Graduate 
Lesson plan/demo: 25 points 
Formal Speech Rubric: 50 points 
Unit Plan: 200 points 
Multimedia Presentation: 50 points 
Reflection: 25 points 
Graduate Analysis Essay: 50 points 

Grading 

Grade Percentage Scale 
Points 

(Undergraduate) 
Points  

(Grad Credit) 
             A 93-100 324-350 370-400 
             A- 90-92 314-323 358-369 
             B+ 87-89 303-313 346-357 
             B 83-86 289-302 330-345 
             B- 80-82 279-288 317-329 
             C+ 77-79 268-278 306-316 
             C 73-76 254-267 290-305 
             C- 70-72 244-253 278-289 
             D+ 67-69 233-243 266-277 
             D 63-66 219-232 250-265 
             D- 60-62 209-218 238-249 
             F 59 or lower 0-208 0-237 

Course Attendance Policy 
This course lasts fifteen weeks. Students are expected to attend every class. However, life happens: You may 
miss or leave early from three classes. If you have an attendance break (miss class or leave early from class) 
more than three times in the semester, your overall course grade will be reduced by 5% for each additional 
class missed/left. Any work due during your absence is still due. Extreme circumstances will allow for 
exceptions; please communicate with the instructor. 

Late Work Policy 
Late work will be assessed a 10% deduction per day it is late (including weekends). After 4 days (including 
weekends), late work will not be accepted. Please contact the instructor in advance of any planned absences 
to discuss accommodations. 

Grammar Policy 
All formal work in this class has a grammar/spelling component built into the evaluation. As future English 
Language Arts teachers, you are held to a higher grammatical standard. I will point out persistent problems 
in your written work as I see them. Try to see this as a method of strengthening yourself as a teacher. 



Academic Policy 
Academic honesty is expected. Students should complete their own work. Plagiarism, whether intentional or 
unintentional, will be addressed directly by the instructor. References should be cited in discussion posts and any 
other written work submitted, using APA or MLA format. Please see the section on Academic Conduct from the 
University of Montana Student Conduct Code. 

Schedule of Topics and Activities 
Week One: Introduction/Discussion Protocols  January 26, 28   
 
Week Two: Discussion Protocols/Evaluation  February 2, 5  
Read Zwiers chapters 1-4 for February 2 
 
Week Three: Rubric Review/Assessment of Oral Language February 9, 11  
Read Zwiers chapters 5, 6, and 9 for February 9 

 
Week Four: Pilot Activities February 16, 18  
Lesson Plan/Demo due in class February 16. Submit the plan by 2:10 pm on February 16. 

 
Week Five: Position Statements and the Common Core State Standards February 23, 25  
Bring typed draft (2 copies) of Formal Speech Rubric to class on February 25. 
 
Week Six: Speech and Debate March 1, 3 
Submit Formal Speech Rubric online by 2:10 pm, March 1. 
 
Week Seven: Film Interpretation/Language Registers March 8, 10 
 
Week Eight: Literacy 2.0: What It Means March 15, 17 
Read Fisher & Frey intro and chapters 1-3 
Digital tools in ELA classrooms 
 
Week Nine: Literacy 2.0: Using Resources; Creating and Sharing Information March 22, 24 
Read Fisher & Frey chapters 4-6 
Podcasting 
 
Week Ten: Unit Presentations March 28, 31 
Submit unit plan online by 2:10 pm on March 28 & prepare highlights for interactive class presentation. 
 
Week Eleven: Sticky, Tricky Social Media April 12, 14 
 
Week Twelve: Podium Practice April 19, 21 
 
Week Thirteen: ISTE Standards  April 26, 28 
Final unit plan due online by 2:10 pm on April 26. 
 
Week Fourteen: Multimedia Presentations May 3, 5 
Present additional reading selection with a multimedia feature. Graduate students submit analysis essay online by 2:10 
May 3. 
 
Week Fifteen: Final Class Meeting TBA 
Submit reflections online by class time or present them in class.  


